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The endless hunt lor the perfect gun setup is one of
the great joys of spearfishing. Timber, aluminium or
carbon? Rear or mid handle? Single, twin or more
rubbers? One wrap or two? Open or closed muzzle?
Pranger, sliptip or flopper? And so on... For new
spearos, the daunting range of options typically results
in a lorum post like, 'help! wot gun shd i get'. After
i0 pages ofdribble, the advice is to adopt the national
standard: a 1.1m, single-rubber, aluminium rail gun
with a 20m line attached to a Ronstan {loat.

\X/hile this is a respectable and reliable setup, perfect
for the beginner and capable of landing most Australian

species, it's not suitable for all conditions. For example,
I recently moved to Darwin where the diving is mostly
straight-up-and-down from boats anchored on wrecks in
l2-75m of water with 'great' 3-4m visibility. Here, a

floatline is a pain - it gets tangled around everyone and
everything - so reels are the order of the day.

However, with at least 20 models on the
market, putting a reel setup together isn't exactly
straightforward. It also raises the issue of diver salety
by removing a vital link to the surface. Having never
used a reel, I spoke with Barry Paxman from Aussie
Reels in \(/estern Australia to get the lowdown.

CAN YOU GIVE US A BRIEF
OVERVIEW OT A REEI AND HOW
THEY \AIORN?
Describing o speorgun ree ls simple,
'A speorgun ree is o storoge device
for o speorftsher's speor line'. To
describe how to use o reel on o
speorgun it depends on whot the
diver is doing, but n simple terms,
when o speorf sher shoots o fish ond
line s pulled f rom the reel on the gun,
the diver must toke contro of the llne
in front of the gun os soon os possible
- oll the while swimming forword,
leoving the gun ond ol of the slock
lne troiling behind to ovoid getting
tongled n the gun linel The drog
settinq on o speorgun reel shouLd not
be too tight; it should ollow line to be
pulled from the spool n o controlled
mcrnner. Should the diver wish to slow
th-- rote the fish 1s toking line, this
should be done b9 putting o hond on
the spool so the rote of Jlne removo is
restri cted.

REELS SEEM TO BE THE IATEST
CRAZE. HOld LONG HAVE YOU
BEEN USING REELS? HOII DID YOU
END UP GETTING INTO MAKING
REELS?

Reels might be the lo.lest croze in
speorf sh ng, but I hove been using
reel guns since storting speorfishlng
in 1957. Bock then, guns weren't
ongwhere neor os efficient os the

weopons ovoiloble todog. l'm not
sure whg used o reelgun bock then,
but I think it wos common proctice
f or WA divers ot thot time. ln the
l95Os, reels suitob e for speorguns
were hord to f ind ond, when gou did
find one, theg were quite expensive.
Some people hod wooden reels
turned f rom solid wood ond were
eos lg domaqed. Bg the t me storted
moking mg own guns, I used modif ied
plostic "Acodemg" reels mounted
horizontollg under o timber borrel.
Like ol things, the "Acodemg" reels
become unobtoinoble ond so it
become necessorU to moke o suitoble
replocement. This entoiled o metol
bose plote with spindle ond o nglon
spoo l.

At the time, I wos oJso introduced to
roil guns ond it become mmediotelg
opporent thot I hod no wog of
ottoching o reel to these new borrels.
This meont thot I hod to moke o reel
to do the lobl Berng o 5D product
designer, I got on the computer ond
come up with c clomp on reel mode
of Nglon. This reel wos veru successful
right f rom the stort ond speoros
begon wonting these reels for their
speorguns tool However, it wos o veru
costlg exercise producing these reels
os theg were f ullg mochined f rom
solid nglon. lt become obvious thot
we cou d not cope with the demond
f or these reels ond hod to f ind o wog
of mokinq lorger quontities. This

meont molding the Ports which in
turn meont thot des gn chonges hod
to toke ploce to occommodote the
molding process. I hove found thot
ree s for speorguns wil alwoUS be
chonging ond updot ng, os the need
orises due to rnd viduol requ rements
ond chonges n speorgun
monufocture.

A NUMBER OF AUSSIES UIIIO HAVE
PASSED AI^IAY WHILE SPEARING
UIERE USING REELS. ARE REETS
SATE?

I think speorfishing w th reels is not
without risk, but lthink thot ong tgpe
of speorfishing hos risks especiollg
when deep woter ond lorge f ish ore
nvolved. When o speorfisher chooses
to use o reel gun, it is usuollg becouse
of the freedom it gives n the woterl
A floot is good bock-up for o reelgun,
but con be o bit restricting cove
drving ond in currents. Sometimes
f ootllnes score fish or of leost moke
them keep their distoncel So it would
seem the best bock-up to o ree gun
would be the belt reel thot ottoches
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