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he year is 2050. Itt a bright \Winter day.

You're unplugged, for once, and feel like
a spear. You grab your gear and jump or-r

rhe Hover Bus with rhe cloying masses

heading to the Flood Zotre. The driver yells at

a young clone. "Some things never change," you
think. You try to tune out the humanity around
you, already imagining yourself gliding out to
your favourite spot, pushed along effortlessly by
your Leg Jets. You hop offat the last stop, a block
from the old coastline. You wade through the
warm, knee-deep watet past the blocks of fooded,

derelict
shops. You
laugh to
yourself,
remembering how many climate sceptics were
lynched here when the waters rose.

Activating your Second Skin, you fop
into the water. As normal, it\ just iellylish and
Yakkas as far as the eye can see, as it has been

for the last 20 years. Since world fish stocks
crashed due to poor management, overfishing,
and climate change, nothing bigger than a

sardine has been caught. Undaunted, you head
out and proceed to chase and ambush the
endless schools ol Yakkas. You're not as young
as you used to be, but an hour later you reboard
the Hover Bus with your brace of 15 Yakkas,
ignoring the scowls and mutterings from the
skinny vegans in the front row, happy in the
knowledge that you've once again successfully
hrrnted lrom the lertile ocean.

On the way home to the Pod, You think
back to shooting mostly big or unusual fish
and posting 2D-images on the old network
using those ancient phones. You remember
swimming past hundreds of small fish all the
time, but not shooting any of them; you didn't
even think to. Now you'd do anything to have

another shot at a 1 Okg Kingfish.

abundance. Adopting this approach leaves less

of everything instead of changing the structure
of the food rveb.

Regarding susrainabilitl there are many
tluestions ro ask. Is our active selection oflarger
fish sustainablei: -{ld, more importantly,
u.har do se actualh' mean when we consider
somethins srsraiaable? -\re u'e talking about
fish tor fu,u:. s;nerarions: Are we talking
abour r:; cL:r-n, s:earhshing catch-per-unit-
eilbrt. o: ::r. :r'i:. seiqht of the spearfishing
ca:;h: )o r - r:::r "conpared to other fishing
a.,r',':--.- :,: ::::''i- :11 oi these things? Are
i1 i ::: : ::--,:.1::::i :i: ;arbOn lOOtpfint Of
::i.:-: i-=: .-: -.. i .-:ar;h rates, and levels of
:.::.- ::--,--:: l'. -.:: iost to Poor holding
: jl :: : -:,: - :-,::::::l L:rcrtunarely, we dOn't
:::1- i::-. a::::: :j:;-:.:1i theSe questiOnS,

-: i -- ::t- r:,- ,:- -::l: :nd discussion.
: ::!-,:--: .:-:-' shinq has been

:::,:::-.: - ,l : - -,--. :::::r;rcial catch6 (for

Fl lash back ro 20 lj. Spearh.hing is

I . a,'lamanLlv delended as "selective" andE
I '"susrainable." especially compared to

I other rypes of fi,hing. Bur' is ir realll?
Could we be heading for a small fish future?

Let's start with selectivity. Out of all the
lish in the ocean, many species simply cannot
be speared, due to physical limitations of
human endurance or gear (too deep, too cold).
Other fish cannot be speared due to protective
legislation (protected areas, protected species,
banned gear types). Divers are fundamentally
limited in what fish they can take. Of the
remaining fish, individual divers make explicit
decisions regarding what fish they do take, and
where and when they take them. These lactors
represent two types of selection: forced and

active. So, yes, spearfishing is selective.
Now 1et's locus on the "active selection"

part. This is the only part ofthe equation
that we, as spearfishers, have true

control over. At present, there is ho doubt that
our choices are focused towards larger flsh.
Bigger fish are more challenging to capturer
most are extremely tasty, and all provide more
meat per' fish than smaller lish. Those smaller
fish species (with adults weighing less than
1kg) are not considered to be worth shooting
and divers pass up a lot of fish that they could
possibly (and legally) shoot.

tVe have previously discussed hor'v the
selective removal of larger-bodied individuals
can affect fish populationsl. For example, ilrve
think back to the simple food webs we learned
in biology2, the flsh we like to shooi, such as

Kingfish, would be somewhere to*'ards the rop
ofthe web. Below, these predators are suppo:ti.
by many smaller fish and other crirters. r'!:;:
constiture their dierJ. The bioma.. r'- ::. -::
smaller fish is many times that oi th: ::::.:
lish. In order to lish sustair-rabh-. *e si,::: :=
fishing all trophic lerel. ir propo-.'.'- : --.:
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